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Awhitu Peninsula is a giant sand dune between
the Manukau Harbour and Tasman Sea.

60km long from Waikato River to the Lighthouse
Originally a sand-bar at the mouth of the
Manukau, built up over a couple of million years
by layers of sand from the Tasman Sea and from
the Waikato River when it flowed into the
Manukau.

It is the traditional land of Ngati Te Ata, mana
whenua of the area. In pre-European times many
Maori lived here, caring for the land, using the
rich food sources of the Manukau Harbour, the
Tasman Sea, the streams, lakes and wetlands of
the Peninsula, and the thickly forested land —
puriri forest to the west and kauri to the east.
Many historic pa sites are still clearly visible from
the main road up the Awhitu Peninsula.

Awhitu Peninsula



25 years ago, where it began

Pre 1994 — some
landowners were active in
controlling possum on their
own blocks but large areas
are uncontrolled and
possum numbers are out of
control. Evidence was clear
in the tree tops.

Most of the original native
vegetation of the Awhitu
Peninsula has been cleared.

In 1994 only 9% of the Awhitu
Ecological District was in any
form of natural cover; of that
9% most of it was scrub (84%)
and less than 20% had any
form of legal protection (ARC
1994).

Many Awhitu farmers tell of being able to shoot 100 possums a night in the

1990’s! Something had to be done!



Awhitu
Landcare

(Group)
Forms

1994

A small number of landowners concerned at
encroaching sand blows damaging west coast
farmland, and the environmental damage being done
by pests.

Focus for today’s talk is the pest control activity,
Landcare was (and still is) involved in extensive
revegetation projects on private and public land.
In the beginning, pest control consisted of lending
traps for unwanted animals and identifying and
advising on control methods for weeds.

1994 - 2003.......



An involved
community from
the outset



Photo taken unknown year






Awhitu
Peninsula
Becomes

designated
possum control
area

2004

From 2004 until 2008 Landcare ran a very successful
possum control project supported by the ARC with
funding obtained from DOC.

The Awhitu community overwhelmingly voted to use
some of their rates towards this programme and as a
result the Peninsula was formally identified as a
POSSUM CONTROL AREA (a targeted rate was set)

Contractors trapped and baited Awhitu Peninsula top
to bottom over 3 years, the community were engaged
to follow behind for maintenance with guidance,
supplies and support from Landcare
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Results!

Possum trap catches went down from as high as
40% in some parts of the Peninsula, to an average
of 5%, with many areas now showing zero

populations.



2005

Maintaining momentum....




2009
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Cyanide

Since 2013 Landcare has
operated a cyanide program up
the entire length of the Awhitu
Peninsula west coast cliff tops —
99% of landowners onboard!
1000 possums in 5 years.

2009



2009

Targeted rate for possum control removed with amalgamation of
Auckland Councils....



2011




20 1 1 Internal possum audits show some hotspots appearing
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At this time Landcare engaged professional services for accounting and secretarial support,
20 1 3 These services being provided by volunteer Landcare members......

2014 -2017....

26 July 2016 — National announce the
Government has adopted the goal of
NZ becoming Predator Free by 2050.

With 22,000 hectares of land already
under “pest management” much of
which is steep and only accessible on
foot....some big concepts for a
volunteer committee to ponder!

Funding was the main limiting factor
during this time.....



Pest Free Auckland 2050...

From July 2018 a Natural Environment
Targeted Rate has been included in
residential property rates across
Auckland. Projects funded by the rate
help protect our natural environment and
tackle the pests, weeds and diseases that
threaten our native species.

Funding obtained to increase community
engagement for pest control

2018

With increased support, knowledge,
funding opportunities and
resources, Landcare was able to
increase efforts to support the
community in pest control activities,
More resources available (pest
control supplies etc)



2019

Just some of what the community have been able to be involved in:

Many more public information events (pestivals, supply hub days etc)
Learning what other groups across the Southern corridor of Auckland and
the wider region are doing (facebook sites have exploded!)

More face to face talking and chat to each other through social media,
market day booths, free pest control workshops

use of new emerging technologies such as self setting traps, ebird, trap.nz
Joining a community all-Awhitu Mustelid control program

Participating in bird monitoring, participating in NZ Bird Atlas



2019

Community Project



2019




2019

Orua Bay and surrounds Community Rat Project



2019

So how is the increased community
engagement translating into results?
Looking at possums alone...

Activity |Targeted land Programme (bait usage)

A. Landcare Contractor: | Actual bait used: 374 kg* down
Brodifac | 5718 ha (slightly up |from 462 kg in previous 6mo
oum from 5600 ha in period

baiting previous period) (Total for 12 months: 836kg)

e B

Private landowners: | Actual bait used: 657 kg (up from
990 ha (significantly | 225 kg in previous 6mo period)

up from 727 hain (Total for 12 months: 882kg)
previous period)




2020
Where to next?

Awhitu Landcare has a strong history of delivering on its objectives
The Awhitu community has demonstrated its unwavering commitment
to conservation over the last 25 years.

We are ready for the next big project.

PEST FREE AWHITU.....PEST FREE FRANKLIN
....PEST FREE AUCKLAND!



Thank you



